GPiapter  7
CONSCIENCE AGAINST VIOLENCE

PERSONS who are ruthless in the attempt to sup-
press the opinions of others, are extremely sensitive to
contradiction. Thus Calvin regarded it as monstrously
unjust when the world at large ventured to discuss
Servetus's execution, instead of enthusiastically accepting
it without other comment than that it was a pious action
most pleasing in the sight of Almighty God. With perfect
seriousness the man who had just roasted a fellow man to
death on account of a difference of opinion, demanded
sympathy, not for the victim, but for himself. "If you
could know," he wrote to a friend, "of as much as a
tenth of the invectives and onslaughts to which I have
been subjected, you would feel compassion for me in my
tragical position. On all sides, the curs are yapping at
me; every conceivable term of abuse has been showered
on me. Even more fiercely than by my papistical adver-
saries, am I attacked by those of my own camp who are
inspired with envy and hatred." Great was Calvin's
exasperation when he found that, notwithstanding the
texts he quoted from the Bible and the arguments he
vociferated, he was not to get away unchallenged after
the murder of Servetus. The neurotic irritability roused
in him by an uneasy conscience, became intensified to
panic as soon as he learned that Castellio and others in
Basle were preparing a polemic against him.

The first thought of any one of dictatorial tempera-
ment, is to suppress or to gag opinions differing from his
own. On hearing from Basle, Calvin seated himself at
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